
By DAVID SILVERBERG
Associate Editor

Poplar Bluff Regional 
Medical Center is mov-
ing ahead with its plans to 
build a new hospital in the 
Eight Points Development 
at the junction of Highways 
60 and 67.

PBRMC has submitted 
a letter of intent to fi le an 
application for a certifi cate 
of need with the Missouri 
Health Facilities Review 
Committee. This is the fi rst 
step in gaining state ap-
proval to build a state-of-
the-art health care facility 
to serve Poplar Bluff and 
the entire Southeast Mis-
souri region.

“We plan to spend up to 
$270 million in construc-
tion costs to build a multi-
level  hospital,” PBRMC 
chief executive offi cer Greg 
Carda announced Monday.

 The new hospital will 
feature all private rooms 
for patients, new state-
of-the-art equipment, and 
allow for growth and the 
addition of new physician 
specialists, improving spe-
cialty care closer to home.

“PBRMC is committed 
to providing the very best 
health care to this commu-
nity and the entire region, 
and this letter of intent 
identifi es our specifi c intent 
to build a new hospital of 
up to 300 beds at the Eight 
Points development site,” 
Carda said. “Our commit-
ment to the Eight Points 
site further reinforces our 
commitment to the overall 
success, growth and pros-
perity of Poplar Bluff and 
the region. The new hos-
pital will be a positive ad-
dition for our physicians 

PBRMC plans $270M facility
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DAR/Corey Matthews
Reviewing the site for a new Poplar Bluff Regional Medical Center in the Eight Points Development 
are (from left) Steve Halter, president of the Greater Poplar Bluff Area Chamber of Commerce; Butler 
County Presiding Commisioner Ed Strenfel; Greg Carda, PBRMC chief executive offi cer; Ryan Kiser 
and Steve Zang, K2 Commercial Group partners who are developing Eight Points.

By KEVIN MCKENZIE
Scripps Howard News 

Service

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - A 
Memphis man angered by 
two teenagers who would 
not pull up their sagging 
pants shot one in the rear 
and faces aggravated as-
sault charges.

Memphis police on 
Saturday charged Kenneth 
E. Bonds, 45, with two 
counts of aggravated as-
sault, according to a court 
affi davit. Bond was held 

Memphis man 
shoots
teen in 

butt over his

Saggy
pants

DAR/Paul Davis
Physicians Park Primary Care’s Karen McDaniel gives Floyd Findlay an os-
teoporosis screening during the annual senior health fair at Poplar Bluff’s 
Twin Towers.

HEALTH FAIR

See PBRMC/2A

By DARLENE 
SUPERVILLE

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) 
- President Barack Obama 
is turning the education 
spotlight on community 
colleges, enlisting career 
teacher Jill Biden to pre-
side over the fi rst White 
House summit on the sys-
tem of schools he's count-
ing on to help produce an 
additional 8 million gradu-
ates by 2020.

While providing mil-
lions of students with 
skills training and a less 
expensive path to a col-
lege degree, these schools 
are challenged by climbing 
enrollments, high dropout 
rates and large numbers of 
students who come from 

high school needing signifi -
cant remedial education be-
fore they can tackle college 
level work, offi cials say.

What works - and does 
not work - at community 
colleges will be topics of 
discussion at Tuesday's 
summit.

Obama is scheduled to 
deliver opening remarks.

The daylong exercise 
will involve representatives 
from community colleges, 
business, philanthropy and 
government in discussions 
about how these schools 
can meet the increased de-
mand for job training and 
also help fulfi ll Obama's 
wish for the U.S. to become 
the world's top producer of 
college graduates by 2020.

Obama holding
community
college summit

See OBAMA/2A See PANTS/2A
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DAR/Corey Matthews
Agents with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement escort Hua Huang, aka Christina Huang, (cen-
ter) owner of Mongolian Grill China Buffet, to an awaiting squad car after her arrest Monday morning 
on a federal warrant. Huang is accused of harboring and transporting fi ve illegal aliens, who were 
found working at her restaurant in August.

By DAVID SILVERBERG 
Associate Editor

The fall Buff Up The 
Bluff cleanup has been 
canceled due to increased 
landfi ll dumping fees, but 
the city of Poplar Bluff 
will continue to have 
Buff Up The Bluff in the 
spring.

“We spent $9,250 in 
landfi ll costs last spring,” 
City Planner Dennis Avery 
told the Poplar Bluff City 
Council Monday night. 
“We had been spending an 
average of $5,000.”

Costs increased due to 
the closure of the landfi ll 
along Highway T near 
Wappapello. The trash 
now has to be hauled to a 
landfi ll near Dexter.

No fall
Buff Up 
the Bluff

See BUFF/2A

Faces 10-count indictment involving illegals
Mongolian Grill owner arrested

Teresa Meinhardt — Miner, Mo.
Ellis Watson — Longview, Texas
Claude Stephens — Advance, Mo.
Janet Belfi eld — Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Charles Aldridge — Van Buren, Mo.
Eugene Amsden — Ellington, Mo.

Lynda Neely — Germantown, Tenn.
Bill Casey — Salem, Mo.
Phyllis Lively — Poplar Bluff, Mo.
James Jackson — Wappapello, Mo.
Mary Cochran — Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Marvin Shomaker — Van Buren, Mo.

White 
House

going solar

NATION/WORLD 3A

By MICHELLE 
FRIEDRICH
Associate Editor

CAPE GIRARDEAU, 
Mo. — A Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., business owner was 
arrested Monday morning 
and appeared in federal 
court here later in the day 
to face a 10-count indict-
ment of harboring and 
transporting illegal aliens.

Hua Huang, aka Chris-
tina Huang, was arrested 
outside her restaurant, the 
Mongolian Grill China 
Buffet in the Mansion 
Mall Marketplace, as she 
arrived in a van carrying 
several workers. One of 
the workers was taken into 
custody for immigration 
violations.

The indictment stems 

See GRILL/2A



and most importantly our 
patients.” 

PBRMC must wait 30 
days before taking the next 
step. The deadline for fi ling 
the application for a certifi -
cate of need is Dec. 31.

“There is still much work 
to be done, including the ap-
plication for the certifi cate 
of need to receive fi nal ap-
proval from the state,” Car-
da said. “While the state has 
a very specifi c process to 
follow, we are committed to 
doing what is necessary to 
meet all their requirements. 
There is no doubt this com-
munity is deserving of new 
medical care facilities and 
while nothing can be taken 
for granted, we do know the 
state has approved all 32 of 
the requests in the past four 
years for relocation and ex-
pansions. This gives us a 
level of confi dence.” 

The current schedule 
calls for state approval of 
the certifi cate of need in the 
fi rst quarter of 2011 and for 
the hospital to be open by 
early 2014.

Carda praised city, 
chamber, county and state 
offi cials, along with the de-
velopers, for their tremen-
dous level of support for 
this project.

“This announcement to-
day should eliminate any 
questions the hospital is 
going to build,” said Steve 
Halter, president of the 
Greater Poplar Bluff Area 
Chamber of Commerce. “A 
lot of hurdles have already 
been crossed.”

Halter anticipates more 
than 250 direct and more 
than 250 indirect new jobs 
for the community with the 
new hospital.

“PBRMC’s commitment 
has a far reaching affect 
on our community and our 
future. First and foremost, 

it’s the commitment to 
providing and expanding 
the quality health care our 
community deserves,” Hal-
ter said. “But as a recog-
nized community and busi-
ness leader in Poplar Bluff, 
their decision to relocate 
to Eight Points illustrates 
their commitment to sup-
port the growth and plans of 
our community, in addition 
to our goals of serving as 
the cultural and economic 
center for the region. This 
commitment will help pro-
pel Poplar Bluff to a much 
more competitive destina-
tion within the region, and 
support our recruitment 
and expansion plans for the 
city.”

City Manager Doug 
Bagby and Butler County 
Presiding Commissioner Ed 
Strenfel were happy to hear 
“the really good news.” 
They said a new hospital 
will be “great” for the city, 
county and entire area. Bag-
by could not be present due 
to being involved in labor 
negotiations.

Ryan Kiser, a partner in 
the K2 Commercial Group 
that is developing Eight 
Points, is impressed with 
the hospital’s commitment 
to the community and to 
Eight Points.

“We have been work-
ing with PBRMC for the 
better part of two years so 
their commitment to Eight 
Points is something we’re 
very proud of,” Kiser said. 
“Obviously fi nal state ap-
proval is the key milestone, 
but this allows us to fi nal-
ize all the specifi cs and de-
tails to ensure everything is 
ready once the state gives 
its fi nal approval.”

Kiser also praised the 
community for its efforts to 
plan for growth.

“At a time when most 
communities, businesses 
and governments are trying 
to cope with the economic 

conditions, it is quite im-
pressive that Poplar Bluff is 
taking the necessary steps 
to support growth and plan 
for the future.” 

Kiser cited the Highway 
67 expansion, the partner-
ship with MoDOT to build 
the new roads and inter-
changes, the dedication of 
the city to support new 
development, and now the 
hospital’s commitment to a 
new facility.

“I don’t know of many 
other communities that 
have this much going for 
it,” Kiser said. “It’s why 
we are committed to mak-
ing Eight Points a fi rst class 
destination. And now we 
can all look to PBRMC for 
their commitment as well.”

Kiser continues to work 
daily on attracting new 
businesses to Poplar Bluff 
and expects to make an-
nouncements following 
state approval for the new 
hospital. The commercial 
section of Eight Points will 
be between Bypass 67, Oak 
Grove Road and Business 
67.

Carda said the new hos-
pital will be located on the 
south side of Oak Grove 
Road between Bypass 67 
and Shelby Road.

In July, the Missouri De-
partment of Transportation 
approved a cost share agree-
ment with the city of Poplar 
Bluff for the construction 
of a new interchange at 
Bypass 67 and Oak Grove 
Road and for improvements 
to the intersection of North 
Westwood Boulevard and 
Oak Grove Road. The new 
interchange will provide 
the quickest access to a new 
hospital.

In early August, the city 
advanced $100,000 and the 
hospital donated $40,000 so 
MoDOT could begin pre-
liminary design work on the 
new interchange sooner.
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He is looking to the 
nation's nearly 1,200 com-
munity colleges to turn out 
5 million of the 8 million 
graduates his administra-
tion says will be needed to 
meet Obama's goal.

Falling a month be-
fore crucial midterm elec-
tions, the summit will give 
Obama another chance to 
boost Democrats by argu-
ing that Republicans would 
reverse his administration's 
progress on making college 
more affordable and student 
loans cheaper should the 
GOP win full, or even par-
tial, control of Congress.

He signed legislation 
this year pumping $2 billion 
into community colleges - 
$500 million a year for four 
years. An announcement on 
the fi rst $500 million in-
stallment is expected later 
in the fall.

Obama used a Monday 
meeting with his economic 
advisers to argue that a Re-
publican plan to cut educa-
tion funding "just doesn't 
make sense" in a bad econ-
omy and at a time other 
countries are competing 
harder against the U.S.

He also announced a 
new public-private partner-
ship linking major corpora-
tions like the Gap Inc. and 
McDonald's with commu-
nity colleges to improve 
job training. Obama said 
the privately funded Skills 
for America's Future pro-
gram would make it easier 
to connect job-seeking stu-
dents and businesses look-
ing to hire.

White House adviser 
Melody Barnes said the 
summit will highlight simi-
lar partnerships.

The Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation is launch-
ing Completion by Design, 
a $35 million, fi ve-year 
competitive grant program 
to boost community college 

graduation rates, Barnes 
said.

Martha Kanter, under-
secretary of education, said 
just 25 percent of commu-
nity college students get a 
certifi cate or an associate's 
degree or transfer to a four-
year institution within three 
years of enrollment. That 
means three of every four 
such students leave college 
without a training certifi cate 
or a degree.

Barnes said the Aspen 
Institute and several chari-
table foundations will rec-
ognize outstanding com-
munity colleges with the 
Aspen Prize for Commu-
nity College Excellence, a 
$1 million annual award, 
beginning next year.

Obama put Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden's wife, Jill, 
in charge of the summit. 
She has taught English at 
community colleges for 
17 of her 30 years as an 
educator, and she teaches 
twice a week at a commu-
nity college not far from the 
White House. An advocate 
for community colleges, 
she often says they are one 
of America's best-kept se-
crets.

"Most people were look-
ing for a four-year col-
lege and they just sort of 
bypassed community col-
leges," Jill Biden told The 
Associated Press in an ex-

clusive interview. "Now 
that the word is out they're 
realizing, especially stu-
dents in the middle class, 
that this is a way they can 
afford college."

Community college tu-
ition averages about $2,500 
a year.

"What I'm hoping this 
summit does is create 
awareness and highlight the 
value of community col-
leges," she said.

That value, however, is 
being tested.

Besides the dropout rate, 
about 60 percent of commu-
nity college students com-
ing from high school need 
remedial instruction, said 
George Boggs, president of 
the American Association 
of Community Colleges.

The poor economy led 
to a 17 percent enrollment 
surge between the 2007 
and 2009 academic years, 
a lot of it from newly un-
employed people who went 
back to school to brush up 
on their job skills.

Enrollment also got a 
boost from families who 
realized they could save on 
tuition by sending their kids 
to a community college for 
two years before having 
them transfer to a four-year 
institution.

Community colleges are 
also making do with leaner 
state budgets, Boggs said.
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in Shelby County Jail on 
$25,000 bond.

On Sept. 25 about 7:30 
p.m., Bonds began yelling at 
two youths, ages 16 and 17, 
about pulling up their pants 
as the young men walked 
the Whitehaven community 
of Memphis, according to 

the court document.
On their way to buy 

candy, the pair and Bonds 
were in a heated argument 
when Bonds pulled a black 
semiautomatic pistol from 
his waistband and fi red 
one shot at the 17-year-old, 
missing him, police said.

As the young men ran 
away, Bonds fi red several 
more shots, hitting the older 

youth in the buttock with a 
bullet that exited through 
his thigh, according to the 
affi davit. He was treated 
fi rst at Methodist South 
Hospital and then the Re-
gional Medical Center at 
Memphis.

Bonds admitted that he 
shot the young man after an 
argument, police said in the 
affi davit.
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The Twin Rivers R-X 
Board of Education met in 
closed session following 
monthly meetings in Au-
gust and September.

On Aug. 24, the board 
voted to hire: Cody McK-
innis as a companion aide 
at Qulin Middle School; 
Donna Duree as a compan-
ion aide at the Head Start 
Program; Nathan Walk as 
a high school assistant bas-
ketball coach; hire Jordan 
Sentell as a high school as-
sistant volleyball coach. 

Motions were approved 
to allow: C.A. Counts to 
post, interview and hire 
someone for a fourth grade 
classroom position at Qu-
lin Elementary; and Kelly 
Null to post, interview and 
hire an employee for the 
high school girl’s assistant 
basketball coach and high 

school girl’s assistant soft-
ball coach positions.

The board also voted to 
change Manda Hequem-
bourg to an 11-month po-
sition, with the following 
conditions: She will return 
to work one month prior to 
the fi rst day of school and 
have everything running 
at each campus by the fi rst 
day of school. The web 
page will also be updated 
by Dec. 18 and kept up-to-
date.

On Sept. 21, the board 
voted to hire: Sharon 
Lourance as a special edu-
cation teacher at Fisk; Lisa 
Nippe as high school as-
sistant softball coach; To-
rey Davis as high school 
assistant girl’s basketball 
coach; and Virginia Sue 
Lemar as Qulin fourth 
grade teacher.

Twin Rivers Bd.
hires employees

“We are paying a higher 
rate to dispose of the trash,” 
Avery said.

The city will still have 
the leaf disposal site open 
on dates to be announced 
later, but no trash will be 
accepted.

Councilman Loyd Mat-
thews asked City Manager 
Doug Bagby if he could 
“fi nd some money some-
where” so there could still 
be a fall cleanup.

Bagby, who is currently 
working on 2011 budget 
preparations and labor ne-
gotiations, expressed con-
cern about the current slight 
decrease in sales tax rev-
enues.

“At the end of the third 
quarter, sales tax revenues 
were down 1.8 percent,” 
Bagby said. “We hope to see 
a turnaround in the near fu-
ture. Maybe if the sales tax 
is not down, we can have 
the fall cleanup again.”

Bagby also reported 
cooling system repairs at 
the Black River Coliseum 
“need to be addressed im-
mediately.” He indicated 
he will submit a budget ad-
justment for an additional 

$8,000. The coliseum has 
$15,000 in another line 
item, but needs a total of 
$23,000 for the repairs.

A recommendation from 
the Poplar Bluff Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
to rezone property at 2359, 
2403 and 2405 Barron Road 
from RS-2 general residen-
tial to O-1 professional of-
fi ce to put an existing busi-
ness a conforming use was 
moved to the Oct. 18 voting 
session.

Avery said the rezoning 
for the New Leaf Flower 
and Plant Shop and two 
residences owned by Allen 
and Sue Payne was neces-
sary so they could transfer 
the properties to a family 
member.

“There has been a busi-
ness in the building since 
1947. We have tried to be 
a good neighbor,” Allen 
Payne said. “The O-1 zon-
ing is a transition between 
two neighborhoods.”

Emily Wolpers and 
Blanche Wolpers, who own 
properties on Barron Road, 
object to the zoning change 
and expressed concern 
about continued encroach-
ment into residential areas 
along Barron Road.

An agreement between 

the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 702, and the Electric 
Department was moved to 
the Oct. 18 voting session. 
Bagby said this agreement 
recognizes a change in 
union representation by the 
Electric Department work-
ers.

Council members ap-
proved the appointments 
of Leigh Morgan and Matt 
Winters to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.

David Whittom, a mem-
ber of the West Side Church 
of God, expressed concern 
about the dangerous in-
tersection at Barron Road 
and Channon Drive and the 
speed of drivers on Barron 
Road. He requested a warn-
ing sign be moved farther 
back and the speed limit be 
lowered.

The council had a closed 
session to discuss labor ne-
gotiations with the Street 
Department and Fire De-
partment employees, but no 
action was taken.

Bagby reminded every-
one to attend the Kenny 
Rogers concert Friday night 
at the coliseum and the Iron 
Horse Festival in Down-
town Poplar Bluff Satur-
day.

BUFF
FROM PAGE 1A

from a raid federal offi cials 
conducted at the restaurant 
on Aug 4. At that time, fi ve 
workers were detained for 
immigration violations.

Offi cers with the Poplar 
Bluff Police Department 
coordinated with agents 
from the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) Offi ce of Homeland 
Security Investigations 
(HSI) on Huang’s arrest, 
said Police Chief Danny 
Whiteley.

Whiteley said he, Dep-
uty Chief Jeff Rolland and 
detectives Jason Morgan 
and Corey Mitchell “had 
surveillance on her until she 
arrived” at the Mongolian 
Grill China Buffet.

“At which time, a pas-
senger van, with multiple 
subjects, arrived at about 10 
a.m., and she was immedi-
ately contacted by ICE offi -
cers and advised of an arrest 
warrant for her,” Whiteley 
explained.

Huang, he said, was 
taken into custody without 
incident.

The remaining subjects 
were all identifi ed and talk-
ed to about their immigra-
tion status, Whiteley said.

“I can confi rm that ICE 
arrested one individual 
(Monday) on administra-
tive charges for immigra-
tion violations,” according 
to Gail Montenegro with 
the ICE Offi ce of Public Af-
fairs in Chicago, Ill. “There 
is no other information that 
can be released.”

Due to Homeland Se-
curity and ICE policy, 
Whiteley said, a canine was 
needed to conduct an exte-
rior search/sniff of Huang’s 
vehicle.

The Sikeston Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s 
canine team, Offi cer Frank 
Adams and canine Eros, re-
sponded to “assist us in that 
endeavor,” Whiteley said.

After Huang’s arrest, 
he said, Patrolman Shonna 
Parrent transported her to 
Cape Girardeau, where she 
was turned over to the U.S. 
Marshal’s Service.

Huang subsequently ap-
peared before U.S. Magis-
trate Judge Lewis Blanton 
for her initial appearance 
on a 10-count indictment, 
according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Offi ce.

Blanton set Huang’s ar-
raignment and detention 
hearing for 9 a.m. Wednes-
day. She reportedly either 
will be ordered detained 
or bond will be set at that 
time.

Count I alleges between 
January 2009 and Aug. 4, 
Huang “knowing and in 
reckless disregard of the 
fact that alien, namely Noe 
Martinez Padilla, had come 
to, entered and remained in 
the United States in viola-
tion of law, did conceal, 
harbor and shield from de-
tention such alien at 802 
Lester in Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
for the purpose of commer-
cial advantage and private 
fi nancial gain.”

Counts II and III allege 
the same actions were com-
mitted by Huang involv-
ing her harboring Pedro 
Velasco-Peralta and San-
tiago Quintas-Carmona at 
802 Lester St. between July 
2009 and Aug. 4.

Count IV also alleges the 
same actions were commit-
ted by Huang involving her 
harboring You Zhong Li at 
1016 Velma St. between 
June 2009 and Aug. 4.

Further, Count V alleges 
the same actions were com-
mitted by Huang involving 
her harboring Zhi Qiang 
Chen at 1016 Velma St. be-
tween July and Aug. 4.

Counts VI, VII, VII, IX 
and X allege Huang “know-
ing and in reckless disre-
gard” that the fi ve aliens 
“came to, entered and re-
mained in the United States 
in violation of law, did trans-
port and move said (aliens) 
within the United States by 
means of transportation and 
otherwise in furtherance of 
such violation of law for the 
purpose of commercial ad-
vantage and private fi nan-
cial gain.”

If convicted, Huang fac-
es a term of imprisonment 
of not more than 10 years 
and/or a fi ne of not more 
than $250,000 on each 
count, since all the counts 
reportedly have the same 
punishment range.

According to the indict-
ment, if Huang is convict-
ed, the government seeks 
forfeiture of property, real 
or personal, money and ve-
hicles from her that were 
“derived from or is trace-
able to the proceeds ob-
tained directly or indirectly 
from the commission of the 
offense of which (she) is 
convicted” and any proper-
ty, real or personal, used to 
facilitate or intended to be 
used to facilitate the com-
mission of the offense.

The property includes, 
but is not limited to, real 
property located at 1132, 
1134 and 1136 Sunset 
Drive; real property located 
at 1016 Velma St.; personal 
property consisting of a 
2008 Toyota Highlander and 

a 2005 Chevrolet passenger 
van; and personal property 
consisting of $34,484 in 
U.S. currency.

The indictment against 
Huang is the result of about 
a yearlong investigation by 
federal and local authori-
ties, which culminated on 
Aug. 4 with the execution 
of search warrants on the 
Mongolian Grill and three 
homes as part of an ongo-
ing criminal worksite en-
forcement operation by ICE 
offi cials.

The homes searched in-
cluded the residence at 2808 
Virginia Ave. The owner(s) 
of Mongolian Grill, which 
opened on Oct. 8, 2006, 
reportedly live on Virginia 
Avenue in Karmen Estates. 
The business license on fi le 
with the Poplar Bluff city 
clerk lists the owner as Hua 
Huang as of June 2009. 

The other warrants re-
portedly were served on 
Poplar Bluff-area homes 
where the workers lived.

During the execution of 
the search warrants, ICE 
reportedly arrested fi ve in-
dividuals from Mexico and 
China on administrative im-
migration violations.

“As far as the other fi ve 
who were previously ar-
rested, each case makes its 
way independently through 
the immigration courts and 
is afforded due process,” 
Montenegro said. “These 
cases are pending removal 
proceedings, but I cannot 
release additional details.”

While Montenegro 
couldn’t provide further de-
tails, she explained, ICE’s 
comprehensive worksite en-
forcement strategy focuses 
on targeting employers who 
cultivate illegal workplaces 
by breaking the country’s 
laws and knowingly hire il-
legal workers.

“ICE uses all available 
criminal and civil tools at 
its disposal to help deter 
employers who knowingly 
hire illegal labor,” she said.

GRILL
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ATTENTION:
CASH REWARDS

Cash rewards paid for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of persons involved 
in the distribution or posses-

sion of crack cocaine or other 
controlled substances. Direct 
all calls to the narcotics hot 

line at 
573-686-8675

All calls and inquiries are 
strictly confidential. You, along 
with the Poplar Bluff City Police 

Department, can make 
a difference.


