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Dar/Corey matthews
Sgt. Justin Castleberry warms up to throw the first 
pitch at the annual Welcome Home ceremony to 
be held Saturday at Three Rivers Community Col-
lege, featuring a Raiders baseball game plus a 
car and fashion show.

rev. John Thies — Elberta, ala.
richard barnett — leadwood
Velma Callow — poplar bluff
Gene Worley — Dexter
William Turner — Gideon
Helen baker — Gideon
marie blaylock — malden
brandy Cunningham — Kennett
mildred Dixon — Wappapello
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SUNDAY:

City Manager Doug Bagby and 
the City of Poplar Bluff announce 
their alliance with the Greater 
Poplar Bluff Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Poplar Bluff Regional 
Medical Center and K2 Commer-
cial Group in an effort to develop a 

200-plus acre retail, entertainment 
and medical campus called Eight 
Points. Eight Points will be located 
on the crossroads of Highway 67 
and 60 and provide for a spectacu-
lar new entry into Poplar Bluff.

The new development will cre-

ate over an estimated 1,300 new 
jobs ranging from full-time mana-
gerial positions to part-time help in 
the retail sectors. Previous devel-
opments of this size have generat-
ed more than $150 million in new 
income impact.

“Eight Points is the next step 
and realization of the purpose be-
hind our building the new Highway 
67,” said Bagby. “It becomes a new 
destination point not only for Pop-

Slated for north poplar Bluff

By TIM KRAKOWIAK
staff Writer

A recent donation will 
have a substantial impact 
on the Poplar Bluff Public 
Library’s popular geneal-
ogy program, library offi-

cials have determined.
More than 200 print 

items plus 50 reels of local 
newspaper microfilm from 
Three Rivers Community 
College’s Rutland Library 

Rutland Library 
gives PB library 
genealogy items

By TIM KRAKOWIAK
staff Writer

Baseball, hot dogs, ap-
ple pie and Chevrolets, plus 
a fashion show; these are 
some of the freedoms that 
the United States military 
protects.

Officials from the John 
J. Pershing Veteran’s Ad-
ministration Medical Cen-
ter have partnered with 
Three Rivers Community 
College to put on the third 
annual “Welcome Home” 

Veterans welcome 
home ceremony 

saturday at trCC

New 200 acre development

the new
development

will create over 
an estimated 

1,300 new jobs

By dONNA FARLEY
staff Writer

Poplar Bluff High 
School was once the place 
where Robert Eastwood 
went solely to start party-
ing, according to the long-

time drug addict with three 
years of sobriety behind 
him.

He and his friends used 
marijuana and other sub-
stances at school often 

New dog would
deter drugs at school
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By dAVId SILVERBERG
associate Editor

While rain closed the 
outside displays, it 
did not keep people 

from attending the 31st Mer-
chants Showcase at Three 
Rivers Community College 
Friday and Saturday.

“It has been a good show 
despite the weather. We have 
been very busy today. People 
can’t work in the yard or go 
to the river,” said Dr. Martha 
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Kirkman, TRCC business 
instructor and advisor to the 
Market Management Asso-
ciation at the college.

“The attendance was well 
over 3,000, but it was a little 
under last year,” said Kirk-
man, who has been involved 
with the event since 2000. 
“I love it. I have a lot of fun 
with it.”

Students in the Market 
Management Association at 
TRCC signed up 80 exhibi-
tors, who filled the Bess Ac-
tivity Center. 

Cody Harris of Neely-
ville, a sophomore, and Alex 
Stevens of Doniphan, a fresh-
man, were among the MMA 
members and business man-
agement majors who made 
the event possible.

“It’s a great experience. 
It’s a great way to learn, meet 
new people and get manage-
ment experience,” said Har-
ris, who was participating in 
his second Merchants Show-
case. He was involved with 
advertising and selling booth 
space.

“I really enjoyed it,” Ste-
vens said. “It opened my 
eyes to what Poplar Bluff 
businesses have to offer. I 
met a lot of people that will 

help me with my future.”
Adults also visited with 

medical providers, commu-
nity groups and the Aug. 3 
primary election candidates 
interspersed among the busi-
nesses. 

Ed Lewis at the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau booth encour-
aged everyone to fill out their 
census form and mail it. Re-
turned forms have reached 
the 70 percent level in Mis-
souri, but only 61 percent in 
Butler County.

Children enjoyed eat-
ing popcorn and other treats 
available at the booths. 

“I enjoyed the cotton can-
dy and walking around,” said 
12-year-old Delaney Lutes. 
Children also collected bal-
loons and visited with TRCC 
freshman student Kristi Slay-
ton of Fairdealing, who was 
dressed in an Allied Waste 
costume.

Kristina Tipton handed 
out ice cream samples from 
Marble Slab Creamery. Stel-
la Hunt and Mattie Polk kept 
busy selling baked goods 
prepared by several women 
at the Lively Stone Church 
booth.

Nine outside displays 
were available until the rain 
fell Friday night and Satur-
day morning. Children en-
joyed climbing through the 

fire safety house operated by 
the Poplar Bluff and Butler 
County fire departments.

Members of the TRCC 
Forestry Club, which formed 
in the fall of 2009, had a dis-
play of Missouri native trees 
(Kentucky coffee tree, Ozark 
chinquapin chestnut, Ohio 
buckeye and Osage orange).

“We are trying to get these 
trees planted on campus,” 
President Zephry Jameson 
said. “We also plan to iden-
tify the trees along the cam-
pus walking trail and in the 
city parks.”

Jason Christian said the 
club also has a timber sports 
team — the TRipple Creek 
Cutters.”

Dr. Charles Potter is board 
certified in otolaryngology, 
also known as ENT (ear, 
nose and throat). He estab-
lished Three Rivers ENT at 
225 Physician’s Park Drive 
in August.

“I was impressed with 
how many people came 
through. They were interest-
ed in what I had to say. This 
area has a lot of people with 
sinus problems,” Potter said. 
Potter, who utilizes advanced 
nasal and sinus surgery tech-
niques that do not require 
packing of the nasal airway.

Debra Mehringer, who 
recently moved from Carson 

City, Nev., has opened a new 
business, Heartland Wedding 
& Event Services at 407 S. 
Broadway St. in downtown 
Poplar Bluff.

“We are excited to be a 
wedding service in the com-
munity,” Mehringer said. 
“We have received a good 
reaction from the crowd. It 
is nice to see families get out 
and have some fun.”

Hart Electric, Inc. of Mat-
thews also had a booth at 
Merchants Showcase for the 
first time. The business is op-
erated by Don Hart and his 
son, Michael. 

“We are getting a good re-
sponse,” Michael said as he 
stood in front of a display of 
Generac portable generators. 

The firm was very busy 
during the ice storm in early 
2009.

“We had 20 men work-
ing around the clock during 
the first week,” Michael said. 
“We hooked up generators 
for a lot of nursing homes 
and hospitals.”

Many local businesses 
benefit annually from con-
tacts made during Merchants 
Showcase.

Sharon Kissinger of Kiss-
inger and Kirkman Invest-
ment Centre began participat-
ing in Merchants Showcase 
27 years ago after moving 

from Jefferson City and has 
met many new people over 
the years.

“It is so much fun to meet 
all the people,” Kissinger 
said. “One of the biggest cli-
ents I still have is a man I met 
at my first showcase.”

Tracy Burke, a sales as-
sociate at the new Goody’s 
store in Mansion Mall, hand-
ed out information about the 
April 28 grand opening.

“We have received a huge 
reaction. People are excited 
about Goody’s coming back. 
We will carry a bigger vari-
ety of merchandise,” Burke 
said.

commemoration at the Raid-
ers baseball field beginning 
1 p.m. Saturday.

“It’s for anybody in ser-
vice who has been deployed 
anywhere,” said Craig Bar-
wick, case manager for the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs. “They all deserve a 
welcoming ceremony, and 
we want to show that we 
have a tremendous reservoir 
of good will for veterans in 
this area.”

The original focus was 
on Operation Enduring Free-
dom/Operation Iraqi Free-
dom returning troops but, 
Barwick explained, a deci-
sion was made to open the 
ceremony to all wartime vet-
erans, who may have never 
received such recognition, 
within the medical center’s 
service area.

The first “Welcome 
Home” took place outside 
of the VA medical center on 
Westwood Boulevard with 
a small gathering of partici-
pants in 2008.

Last year, Craig Barwick 
brainstormed with his broth-
er Brad Barwick, a career 
Three Rivers employee, on 
how to increase community 
involvement. Community 
college administrators, com-

ing from a military back-
ground at the time, extended 
their hands.

“The partnership with 
Three Rivers is just a natu-
ral fit,” said Glenn Costie, 
director of the VA medical 
center. “It has turned into a 
celebration of our veterans, 
formally thanking them for 
their service.”

The event will open with 
a car show featuring antique, 
classic and muscle vehicles, 
with a special emphasis on 
Chevrolets, including a se-
lection provided by Black-
well-Baldwin.

A special presentation will 
take place shortly thereafter 
followed by a double-header 
Raiders ballgame beginning 
at 2 p.m. Sgt. Justin Castle-
berry, an OEF/OIF veteran, 
will throw the first pitch.

“It’s very important that 
we advocate the presence of 
the VA hospital and the ben-
efits offered here so we can 
continue to provide support 
to veterans in the rural com-
munity,” said Castleberry, 
26, who returns to active duty 
in two months. “This type of 
event also helps spark com-
munity awareness and builds 
morale.”

Field hospital demonstra-
tions will be put on by the 
420th Army Reserve Unit 
in Poplar Bluff, and medical 

center employees will have 
information available for 
veterans.

New this year, the “Wel-
come Home” planning com-
mittee incorporated a fashion 
show with female veterans in 
mind, coordinated by Three 
Rivers students of the Mar-
ket Management Association 
in the business department.

Beginning at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Tinnin Fine Arts Center, 
the latest styles will be dis-
played, including clothing 
appropriate for job inter-
views, from Cato, Goody’s, 
J.C. Penney Co. Inc., Kmart, 
La Boutique, Maurices, The 
Mix and Walmart. There will 
also be beauty consultations 
offered.

Hot dogs and apple pie 
will be given out for free to 
veterans and their families, 
along with car and fashion 
show participants. The Pop-
lar Bluff Police Department 
will be on hand to perform 
finger printing for children, 
and there will be bouncy 
houses and face painting. 

There will be no charge 
for admission to the vari-
ous activities. Gates open at 
noon.

“It’s a snapshot of Ameri-
cana,” Craig Barwick said.

were presented before the 
Butler County Genealogy 
Society at the public library 
Thursday.

“Genealogy is not part of 
our mission, it’s a special-
ized kind of research that we 
do not offer, but we do serve 
the community any way we 
can,” said Gordon Johnston, 
director of library services at 
Rutland. “The way we have 
demonstrated that in this 
case is putting our resources 
where they can be accessed 
by the community.”

In recently consolidating 
the bookshelves at Rutland, 
the hundreds of genealogy 
items were identified, most 
likely accumulated from 
various gifts given to Three 
Rivers over the years, ac-
cording to Johnston.

The books range from in-
dividual family and county 
histories to statewide indi-
ces, primarily covering states 
east of the Mississippi River, 
according to Shon Griffin, 
genealogy librarian of the 
public library. “How-to” ti-
tles for various nationalities, 
surnames and regions add 
depth to the current collec-
tion of 3,000 items, he said.

“Attempting to purchase 
this many items at once 
would not be possible for 
the library and would have 
taken years to accomplish 
under normal budgetary 
constraints,” Griffin said.

The public library’s new-
ly renovated and expanded 
Kay Keeny Local History 

and Genealogy Department, 
named in honor of a 32-year 
library veteran, will make 
good use of the additional 
materials, added director 
Jackie Thomas.

“Genealogy is a ‘boom-
ing’ business at the library,” 
Thomas said. “There are few 
hours during the week when 

someone is not at the micro-
film machine looking at old 
newspapers or pulling local 
histories and census infor-
mation from the shelves.”

Patrons will benefit from 
the generosity Rutland Li-
brary has shown once the 
new collection is processed 
by summertime.

before he dropped out in 
1981.

Nearly 30 years later, 
drug problems continue to 
plague the school.

Students hear about class-
mates’ use on a daily basis, 
said senior Zach McAnulty.

Approximately two 
weeks ago, three students 
were arrested on campus 
for charges including pos-
session and distribution of 
a controlled substance. Few 
details about the cases can 
be released because those 
involved are juveniles, ac-
cording to authorities.

Poplar Bluff parent Joe 
Shivley believes there is at 
least one step the communi-
ty can take to aid educators 
in their constant fight in the 
drug war. 

Shivley wants to raise ap-
proximately $15,000 to pro-
vide the Poplar Bluff Police 
Department with its own 
drug dog. The department’s 
previous drug dog retired 
about two years ago due to 
age. 

The agency now has to 
borrow a K-9 from other 
departments, which can 
hinder time-sensitive inves-
tigations, said Chief Danny 
Whiteley.

It also limits the number 
of searches that can be done 
at R-I buildings, according 
to Assistant Superintendent 
Chris Hon, who will assume 
superintendent duties July 
1.

“Drugs are a problem in 
our society which bleeds 
over to our schools,” Hon 
said. “Hopefully this gives 

us an opportunity to deter 
drugs in our schools.”

Hon believes students 
experiment with narcotics 
without realizing how severe 
the problem can become.

It’s true, agreed East-
wood, who began smoking 
marijuana around age 11.

“I had no idea the seri-
ousness of what I was do-
ing,” he said. “I was just 
going along. I wanted to be 
one of the fellows.”

His use evolved to in-
clude prescription pill and 
alcohol abuse, and later 
an all consuming need for 
methamphetamine.

“You just never know 
who it’s going to affect 
that way,” Eastwood said. 
“That’s the danger of it and 
because you don’t know, 
you can’t take the risk.”

McAnulty believes hav-
ing so much use at school 
makes it more likely stu-
dents will experiment.

“There is definitely a 
problem going on around 
here,” he said. “It’s prob-
ably the worst I’ve seen in 
my four years here. If there 
are more people around you 
doing it, you are more apt to 
try it. It causes more curios-
ity.”

McAnulty hopes regular 
appearances from the police 
drug dog will make students 
afraid to bring illegal sub-
stances to school.

Administrators would 
like to have one in place by 
the next school year.

“We think we’ll see stu-
dents who are involved in 
drugs think twice about try-
ing to sell or distribute drugs 
on our campus,” said Hon.

Purchase of the dog is 
unlikely without fundrais-
ing, according to Whiteley. 
Prices increased when de-
mand for the animals  be-
came extremely high after 
the Sept. 11 attacks.

“This is a budget item 
that is hard to come by,” he 
said. 

The animal PBPD would 
like to purchase would alert 
to items passively, meaning 
it would not scratch at or 
jump on lockers or vehicles.

It would be trained to 
detect cocaine, marijuana, 
heroin and meth, Shivley 
said, and could also be used 
for tracking in search and 
rescue.

“Drugs are a bad can-
cer on our kids,” he said. 
“I hope parents don’t stick 
their heads in the sand and 
say their kids are not sub-
jected to this. The majority 
of them are at one time or 
another.”

The district has also in-
creased resource officers in 
the past year to help with the 
situation, Hon said.

“We try to promote a cul-
ture with school resource of-
ficers where if a student sees 
something, they feel free to 
come and talk to the school 
officers,” Hon continued. 
“We’re also open to looking 
at other ideas to improve ed-
ucation and any other man-
ner to decrease drug use.”

Shivley can be contacted 
at 573-778-6117.

Resources for parents 
who are concerned about 
teen substance abuse can be 
found by contacting coun-
selors and online at Mis-
souri Recovery Network, 
www.morecovery.org.

lar Bluff and Butler County, 
but for the entire southeast 
region, growing our role as 
the social, economic and 
cultural hub for the region 
and competitively position-
ing us for the future.  We’re 
excited about the possibil-
ity of Poplar Bluff Regional 
Medical Center joining the 
project through the potential 
development of a new medi-
cal campus and continuing 
their commitment to provide 
the quality health care we 
need for our community.”

“The leadership of Pop-
lar Bluff Regional Medical 
Center is always open to 
considering ways to improve 
the health and well-being of 
the communities we serve,” 
said Greg Carda, CEO of 
PBRMC. “Eight Points ap-
pears to be a tremendous 
opportunity for Poplar Bluff 
and the entire region. From 
the standpoint of the over-
all economy of the region, 
as well as the operating ef-
ficiencies and incentives 
available, we are extremely 
interested in the potential of 
becoming a part of the Eight 
Points development.”

Added Steve Halter, 
president of the Greater 
Poplar Bluff Chamber of 
Commerce, “It is impor-
tant that as a community 
we continue to find the best 

means to retain our talented 
resources, attract new talent 
and business, and grow our 
economic foundation while 
protecting our quality of 
life. Eight Points offers that 
opportunity with the attrac-
tion of new retail, profes-
sional and medical services. 
In conjunction with this op-
portunity, the infrastructure 
additions and improvements 
that will be completed will 
enhance the safety of our 
children and their families at 
the 5th & 6th Grace Center 
and Oak Grove Elementary 
by providing more efficient 
and effective access on and 
off of Highway 67 as well as 
critical modifications to Oak 
Grove Road.” 

“The development has 
been in planning for over 18 
months,” said Ryan Kiser, 
partner of K2 Commercial 
Group and developer rep-
resentative of Eight Points. 
“It’s been in partnership 
with both the city and cham-
ber. They have been nothing 
but supportive and helpful in 
assuring Eight Points serves 
the needs of the community. 
We will continue to work 
closely with Poplar Bluff 
Regional Medical Center 
to explore the efficiencies 
and opportunities associated 
with their becoming part of 
and leading the new medical 
campus at Eight Points. Our 
goal is to meet their needs 
and make this truly a com-

munity development.”
The $400 million Eight 

Points development is slated 
to be 200-plus acres of retail, 
entertainment and profes-
sional-use facilities. It will 
include major retailers as well 
as a new medical campus. It 
is designed to establish a new 
focal point for healthcare 
and commerce for the entire 
eight-county region and most 
importantly, add over 1,300 
new jobs and drive economic 
growth for the city. The plans 
are for Eight Points to be-
come a new destination and 
gathering place for the entire 
southeast region.

“At the May 3rd city 
council meeting we will un-
veil the entire Eight Points 
plan, share renderings of 
the building and common 
ground developments and 
share important informa-
tion such as the overall im-
pact on new job creation; 
the economic implications 
and infrastructure growth 
that will result from Eight 
Points,” Bagby said. “We 
also will be asking the city 
council members to sup-
port the new development 
by voting for the new in-
frastructure requirements to 
accelerate the completion of 
Eight Points. We invite ev-
eryone to attend, see what 
Eight Points will become, 
and learn how the new de-
velopment will support the 
future of our city.”
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Shon Griffin, genealogy librarian at the Poplar Bluff 
Public Library, accepts a book donation from Gor-
don Johnston, director of library services at the 
TRCC Rutland Library.

ITEMS
From page 1a

WELCOME
From page 1a

31ST
From page 1a

PHOTO INFO
FROM PAGE 1A
(TOP) Madison Brain-
ard and her mother, 
Amanda, pose for a 
photograph with “Oscar 
the grouch” at the 
Allied Waste Services 
booth. (MIDDLE) Mar-
keting Management 
student Jean Long sells 
a ticket to Cassy Mur-
ray. (BOTTOM) TRCC 
faculty along with State 
Rep. Gayle Kingery 
prepare to cut the rib-
bon to officially open 
the 2010 Merchants 
Show Case at the Bess 
Activity Center.

Lovers’ 
quarrel 
played 
out on NY 
square — 
or hoax?

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Was it a lovers’ quarrel or a 
stunt?

Jeff Ragsdale attracted 
media attention this week 
after he planted himself in a 
New York City park with a 
sign that said, “I was verbally 
abusive. I’m sorry, Megan.”

He told The New York 
Times he was trying to make 
up with his 29-year-old girl-
friend, Megan Brady. Brady 
then told the newspaper she 
was touched by his willing-
ness to humiliate himself.

But the newspaper said 
on its City Room blog Satur-
day that it was investigating 
whether the story was fake, 
saying, “There is consider-
able evidence this is a hoax.” 

Ragsdale and Brady are 
both actors, and Ragsdale’s 
MySpace page contains vid-
eo of him appearing in per-
sona on a number of news 
programs.


